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By W, E. Clyde Todd 



In the course of identifying and rearranging the Pigeons 
and Doves (Family Columbidse) in the collection of the Car- 
negie Museum — a task recently completed — two apparently 
new subspecies were discovered, from Venezuela and Bolivia 
respectively. They are described and named herewith. Names 
of colors are taken from Ridgway’s Color Standards and 
Color Nomenclature (1912). 



TypCy No. 104,390, Collection Carnegie Museum, adult male; Pie del 
Cerro (La Victoria), Aragua, Venezuela, May 8, 1929; Ernest G. Holt. 

Suhspecific characters. — Similar to Cohnnha cayemnensis cayennensis 
Bonnaterre, but general coloration decidedly darker; forehead and upper 
back Hay’s maroon (instead of carob brown); lower back and rump 
blackish plumbeous (not slate gray) ; lesser wing-coverts chestnut (not 
chestnut brown) ; and underparts also much darker, the abdomen and 
under tail-coverts duller and darker gray. 

Mange. — Northern Venezuela. 

Eemarlcs. — Three specimens (one adult male from El Trompillo, and 
one adult and one immature male from Pie del Cerro) agree in their dark 
general coloration — darker even than in C. cayennensis sylvestris, although 
they lack the distinctly bicolored tail of that race. They seem to represent 
a hitherto unrecognized subspecies, peculiar to the north coastal region of 
Venezuela. Hellmayr and Conover (Cat. Birds Americas, pt. 1, no. 1, 
1942, 455), refer birds from this region to C. c. pallidicrissay but ai>- 
parently without having seen specimens. They are of course still more 
different from pallidicrissa than from typical cayennensis^ although one 
would rather expect them to be intermediate between these two. Although 
I have but two adult specimens, their characters are so strongly marked 
by comparison that I have but little hesitation in separating them under 
a new name. 



Type, No. 50,668, Collection Carnegie Museum, adult female; Buena 
Vista (Rio Yapacani), Bolivia, August 29, 1914; Jose Steinbach. 

Suhspecific characters. — Similar to Oreopeleit erythropareit erytliro- 
pareia (Salvador!) of eastern Ecuador, but forehead, cheeks, and sub- 
auricular region much paler (vinaceous buff instead of kaiser brown). 
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Columba cayennensis obsoleta, subsp. nov. 



Oreopeleia erythropareia loricata, subsp. uov. 
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Mange, — Known only from the type-locality. 

Memarlcs. — Unfortunately we have but a single specimen of this bird, 
but it is so strikingly different from 0. frenata frenata from Incachaca, 
Bolivia, that I do not hesitate to describe it as new. It is much darker 
and browner throughout than frenata^ and agrees well in these respects 
with the figure of the type-specimen of 0. erytliropareia in Selater and 
Salvin^s Exotic Ornithology, 1869, pi. 40, except that the forehead and 
sides of the head (except the auriculars) are colored almost as in 
frenata. Coming as it does from a locality in the Tropical Zone of 
Bolivia, it probably represents a recognizable form allied to erytliropareia 
— a bird whose status still remains uncertain because of lack of material, 
but which is probably also a Tropical Zone form. Comparison has been 
made with the plate, the essential accuracy of which has been fully veri- 
fied by Chapman (Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., 55, 1926, 173) and by 
Hellmayr (Cat. Birds Americas, pt. 1, no. 1, 1942, 620, note). The 
discovery here announced tends to validate the claims of 0. erythropareia 
to specific rank. 



